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The Common Good at the centre  

in Darlington 

 

A challenge to the prospective candidates of Darlington  

Anticipating the 2017 General Election 8th June 2017 

 

Question Answers 

The Brexit Question 

 

If you had a crystal ball in which you could envision our country in two 

year’s time aside from party posturing and political dogma where do you 

feel we will be? Better or worse? Will everything work out? 

 

4.1.1. I started my working life when Great Britain had a thriving Fishing industry 

and Agriculture was booming. There was Ship building, Iron and Steel works 

and a healthy manufacturing environment. Cummins in Darlington made parts 

for its engines in the component plant, (now E.E.) Now Cummings only 

assembles the parts at the plant.  

The European Union manipulated the countries of Europe and moved around 

manufacturing and even agriculture. Post Brexit can only get better as the United 

Kingdom’s industry comes home, bringing back for example ship building for its new 

Fishing Fleet etc. 

 

This election was incontrovertibly called by Prim Minister May in order 

to strengthen her hand in negotiating the terms for leaving the European 

Union, but it could backfire. Should empowering a leader for the 

negotiation be the voters priority, rather than voting for the manifesto of 

the party. 

 

4.1.2 I would challenge that it was called to strengthen her negotiating hand. It was 

called to avoid the possibility of loosing those MPs who were under 

investigation for election expense fraud, through either incompetence or their 

dishonesty. Had this happened, Labour might then have been set to have a 

majority and being able to claim the right to form a government? However, 

should Mrs May now get a greater majority, she will be able to claim that 

people have given her the mandate to do what she wants. There may be greater 

privatisation of the NHS. A softer easier “Brexit” may then result in her 

selling out over the freedom of movement issue or negotiating away our 

fishing rights etc; This General Election is unique in that the party’s position 

on Brexit is of equal importance to its manifesto plans.  

 

The Economy 

 

The austerity agenda has been effective in removing waste and overspend 

in local authorities across the country (including Darlington). However, 

after 7 years and with core services at risk, is it time to change direction? 

 

4.2.1 The austerity agenda was to balance the books allegedly. After seven years the 

national debt has sky rocketed. The cuts to welfare have gone unchecked and 

the working people have suffered, while we see the likes of Richard Branson, 
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paying no tax along with other big businesses. To me this is mismanagement 

whether it is our own government or the European Government  

  

 We believe that the cost of tackling the national debt should be shared by 

all, but that those who have more should pay more. How will you act to 

prevent the poorest in our society from bearing too much? 

 

4.2.2 I believe big business should be brought to task and pay their fair share. This 

could be reinvested in welfare to stop the need for food banks. How has this 

been allowed to happen? 

 

 The Northern Powerhouse concept has survived the change in the 

treasury following the Brexit decision. How will you ensure that the 

Darlington economy benefits from this initiative?  

 

4.2.3  Decision making powers to create the “Northern Power House” now lie less 

with your MP now we have an elected mayor working with the Tees Valley 

combined authority. But will they always know best? I would question the 

wisdom of their proposed bridge over the river tees, which aims to reduce 

congestion on the A19. At best this is a “sticking plaster” over the problem. A 

western bypass like the one in Newcastle or Leeds, would be a more 

permanent solution.  

 

 Rebalancing the UK economy has and will require some difficult choices. 

What stance will you take concerning the budget for foreign aid 

(currently 0.7% GDP)? Should it be ring fenced or should it, as some 

argue, be cut and spent on the health service? 

 

4.2.4 UKIP’s Policy of Trade not Aid. We need to stop our country borrowing 

money to give to other countries’, leaders and highly paid aid agencies, but to 

still keep an emergency disaster relief fund for use as and when it is needed. 

Now we are committed to Brexit, we need to encourage trade with the third 

world. Since I was a boy we have been throwing money at these countries and 

it hasn’t worked. Its time to try another approach. 

  

 Challenged about the existence of food banks, Mrs May suggested that 

people use food banks for a range of reasons but failed to say what those 

reasons might be. What does the existence, and normalisation, of food 

banks say about contemporary society? 

 

4.2.5 Food banks! how have we ever got to this point. Food banks are not a symbol 

of our failure which suggests the British people have failed to protect the poor, 

but the failure of the government .UKIP proposes to have a dedicated team of 

800 people to work with the operators at the food banks discover the root 

causes and problems case by case such as debt, addiction, family breakdown, 

mental and physical problems. To offer legal advice to people that are having 

problems and to help by directing them to the appropriate agencies which can 

assist with their problems, such as unemployment etc, then to formulate a plan 

to deal with these root causes at governmental leval.  
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Employment 

 

 How will your party ensure the employment rights currently enjoyed in 

the UK are fully protected after the UK leaves the EU?  

 

4.3.1 Being in the EU is damaging job prospects for British workers.  

Uncontrolled mass immigration has lowered wages and for many jobs the 

minimum wage has now become the maximum wage.  

Interference from the EU means jobs are being moved abroad and workers 

from other EU member states are enticed to seek work in the UK, making it 

more difficult for British citizens to find work. 

We will: Protect workers’ rights 

Enforce the minimum wage 

End the abuse of zero-hours contracts 

The film I Daniel Blake tells a story of an individual who falls victim to 

the benefit system, a system that lacks flexibility and compassion. In real 

life it is a story that many would recognize. Sanctioning payment as a tool 

for enforcing conformity is draconian, unjust, counter productive and 

cruel. What will you do to eradicate this damaging practice and change 

the ethos of the benefit system away from enforcer to enabler? 

 

4.3.2 I would like the sanctioning system as it stands to be stopped Circumstances 

can conspire against any one of us to leave us unemployed, seriously ill and 

unable to work, perhaps even facing bankruptcy and homelessness.  

UKIP is fully committed to maintaining a strong and supportive safety net for 

those who fall on hard times, but will not be a soft-touch on welfare. 

On march 24th 2015 a report  from the work and pensions select committee 

concluded that there is no evidence that sanctioning benefits raises the 

likelihood of a person engaging with employment support or actually getting a 

job – yet in 2013-14 7 million weeks of sanction were imposed . the system is 

draconian unjust , counter productive and cruel. 

We will: 

• Support a lower cap on benefits  

• Crack down on benefit fraud 

• End welfare tourism with a five-year embargo on benefits for migrants 

• Stop child benefit being paid to children who don’t live here permanently 

and limit child benefit to two children for new claimants 

• Scrap the ‘bedroom tax’ 

We are committed to protecting the rights of disabled people and want to 

support their inclusion in the workplace and our communities. We also 

recognize the need to care for those who are unable to work, and to care for 

their carers. 

We will: 

• End unfair ATOS-style work capability assessments and return the system 
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and funding to GPs 

• Increase Carers’ Allowance to match Job Seekers’ Allowance.  

 

Peace and Security 

 

 Had the terrorist threat to the UK increased as a result of Brexit? 

 

4.4.1 I would say that by coming out of the European Union it will strengthen the 

UK’s security by curtailing the free movement of European workers.  

 

As churches we believe that only, and indeed the most effective way, to 

degrade Islamic State is to dismantle its social base by winning over 

hearts and minds, but if we can’t win young minds that are formed in 

Britain, what chance is there in elsewhere? 

 

Is the Radicalization of British young men evidence of a spiritual vacuum 

in British culture?  

 

4.4.2 Coupled with 4.4.3 

People seem to forget the Troubles in Northern Ireland. The children can go 

to school from 4 to 18 and never have a conversation with another creed; 

most of us can remember the TV showing the radicalised children throwing 

petrol bombs and stones at security forces.  

Now the churches are encouraging new mixed schools taking the religion 

out of schools.   Although UKIP are proposing no new Muslim faith schools 

only for the time being. I propose looking at the Northern Ireland model for 

integration.  I think it would work for all areas of Great Britain. Take 

religion out of education, and take a look at all faiths during RE. I would 

argue we don’t have a spiritual vacuum and families are free to choose how 

they worship and pray. But we do have an integration issues around the 

country. 

  

If terrorism (and therefore fear) is the enemy, are other forms of 

defence a costly indulgence? (i.e., the Trident question) 

 

4.4.4  Britain has been involved in too many wars which have not brought peace, 

but instead have made our world an even more dangerous place.                               

We will:   Consult Parliament before committing our armed forces and 

taxpayers’ money to combat situations. Protect the British sovereignty and 

territorial integrity of Gibraltar and the Falkland Islands. Foster closer ties 

with the Anglo sphere. Put our faith in trading with our neighbors as a 

sovereign nation as the best way to avoid conflict. Encourage peace efforts 

in the Middle East and support a peaceful two-state solution to the Israel-

Palestine conflict. 

The world is aflame with conflict, yet our armed forces have been cut to the 

bone.  

UKIP will re-establish funding for our armed forces to deliver an army, air 

force and navy that is able to defend British interests around the world, and 

meet our commitments as a member of NATO. 
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We will: Exempt all service personnel on duty overseas from income tax. 

Increase defense spending to 2% of GDP as required by our membership of 

NATO. Restore the armed forces to 2010 manpower levels and capability. 

Open a dedicated, fully-equipped military hospital to provide specialist 

services to armed forces personnel. 

Appoint a new Director of National Intelligence. Keep our Trident nuclear 

deterrent  

        Oppose the creation of the EU Army. 

 

Caring for the planet Earth 

 

4.5.1 Will you commit to holding government and car manufacturers to 

account for the damage they have inflicted on the nations health by, on 

the one hand, failing to act, and on the other, putting profits before 

peoples lives? 

 

Having worked in the 80’s and 90’s in the Diesel  engine manufacturing  in 

Cummins  I have seen first hand the product development work to meet the 

future  particulate and emissions way into the future. This was achieved by 

better design and the use of fuel additives.  The car companies such as VW 

should never have been allowed to get away with flouting the rules. This is 

down to our Government allowing the rule of law to be bent to suit trade, such 

as we have seen time and time again. Why should a local company like 

Cummins suffer because of the German auto trade?  

 

The UK signed up to the EU Renewable Energy Directive, which includes 

a UK target of 15% of energy from renewable sources (wind, wave, solar 

and biomass) by 2020. Commitments were also made to reduce 

greenhouse emissions by 80% by 2050. Now that we are leaving Europe, 

will these targets be abandoned? 

Many people can’t afford to heat their homes over winter. We can’t 

afford to ignore climate change ether. How would your party tackle fuel 

poverty in a short term, sustainable manner? 

 

4.5.2 and 4.5.3   

Britain is sleepwalking into an energy crisis. Families suffer as energy prices 

rise. Millions are living in fuel poverty. One pensioner dies from the cold 

every seven minutes in winter, according to Age UK. Meanwhile, the old 

parties continue to push ‘green’ energy policies that only make energy more 

expensive and the supply of energy less reliable. 

We will: Scrap the 2008 Climate Change Act and the EU’s Large Combustion 

Plant Directive.  End subsidies for wind turbines and solar photovoltaic arrays. 

Support renewable energy where it can deliver electricity at competitive prices. 

Seek to rejuvenate the coal industry using clean technologic developments. 

Abolish ‘green levies’ to cut the cost of fuel bills. Force energy companies to 
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end higher charges for pre-payment meters. I personally would like to see 

more electricity generated by water; we have rivers everywhere, disused mill 

races all over the country, and we are surrounded by sea.   

The Injustice of Homelessness 

 

What will you do to keep the issue of homelessness at the top of the 

national and local agenda? Will you be an advocate for the homeless 

people in Darlington and for the organizations that seek to support them? 

 

4.6.1 There is a dire shortage of affordable homes in Britain. We need to build a 

house every seven minutes to meet demand. Rents are rising, homelessness is 

increasing, and our green fields are being concreted over. This is unsustainable, 

and must stop. We will: Protect the green belt. Bring empty homes back into 

use. Build one million homes on Brownfield sites by 2020. Prioritize social 

housing for those with local connections to an area. Give local people the final 

say on major planning developments in their area. Restrict the ‘Right-to-Buy’ 

and ‘Help-to-Buy’ schemes. Oppose the so-called ‘Mansion Tax.’ 

How would you deal with an individual who uses the pretence of 

homelessness to awaken public sympathy and attract more contributions 

into a begging bowl.  

4.6.2 Around Darlington we have a growing problem with begging. Over the winter 

months I was quite concerned, but an article was published by Darlington 

council stating that they had places for them all to go, with provisions as 

needed. I was still worried that some would miss the safety net, in the sub zero 

temperatures. So I called the number and spoke to the police who said they 

would deal with it.  After several phone calls over the next few weeks they 

told me they had a team of plain clothed officers monitoring them. My greatest 

concern was the lady who had a pitch in Cockerton as she was being told what 

to do by a man who kept a look out on the seats outside the Travelers rest. I 

thought she was maybe being forced to do it. I have seen teams of beggars 

being dropped off in Grange road twice and heard them discuss who was 

going where. All beggars are not like this, I tried to help one poor sole  who 

was in the doorway of a betting office early one morning, who  didn’t speak 

much English. When I left him I reported it and hopefully he will have 

received help. I have not seen him around since then.  

If a homeless individual presented at your surgery, what would you do. 

4.6.3 I would always welcome homeless people and help by assisting them to the 

correct agency, for their problem. All problems are individual but Voluntary    

agencies do great work and should be assisted by the local councils  at this 

time of greatest need.  

Welcoming the stranger – Asylum and immigration  

According to research, Britain is one of the worst destinations for people 

seeking asylum in Western Europe. Britain takes fewer refugees, offers 
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less generous financial support, provides housing that is often 

substandard, does not give asylum seekers the right to work, has been 

known to punish those who volunteer, and routinely forces people into 

destitution and even homelessness when they are not granted refugee 

status due to bureaucratic delays. What can be changed to avoid 

deepening the pain of individuals who are already traumatized by the 

journey to Britain. 

4.7.1 

Great Britain is a island and geographically placed that asylum seekers mostly 

have to come through other countries first. This means we don’t get as many. 

Ones arriving by air is area different matter and more responsibility is place 

upon the airline. Giving asylum for those who have come directly to the UK 

from a unsafe country, is a moral issue. This provision should be shared 

evenly across the country as asylum settlement can be costly. Presently the 

north east has the country’s highest proportion of asylum seekers to settle, 

despite being least able to afford to do so. These numbers breach the 

government’s guidelines, yet little action appears to have been taken to help 

the situation. This imbalance in costs should be addressed by government. 

4.7.2 Can the UK service economy survive without immigrant workers? 

Immigrant workers are a different situation, Can the UK service economy 

survive with out new immigrant workers? I would say yes. However, it is only 

right and fair that workers who are settled here should remain if they wish. 

Some businesses may find their profit margins may be eaten into slowly due to 

no longer being able to exploit some of the poorest paid workers. Less 

immigration will lead eventually to less unemployment. And for some higher 

wages.  

Religious faith in Public Life 

4.8.1  Do you have established relationships with Darlington’s faith 

communities (not just Christian Communities?) If not, how do you start 

to engage them? 

I have connections. I am part of the Darlington Buddhist Community. A few 

years ago I taught Buddhism and Meditation at the Arts Centre. 

4.8.2 (4.7.2) 

How can the insights that faith traditions have about the privilege and 

responsibility of living in community be shared and be developed for the 

common good?                                                  

In the past being part of the Buddhist centre I took part in interfaith days, 

which are held from time to time. The thing I noticed was faith communities 

tend to congregate together. Segregation is something to be avoided. 

Integration and understanding is the way forward.  
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Criminal Justice 

4.9.1 Unarmed, Keith Palmer was a constable in the Metropolitan Police’s 

Parliamentary and Diplomatic Protection Command when he was killed; 

should police now be armed by default.   

4.9.1We will draw a line under recent cuts and fund 6,000 additional posts 

spread between the police service, prison service and Border Agency. We will 

also take back full control of our Justice system from the EU. Personally I 

believe the police are armed at the appropriate level for the roles they do, 

maybe refresher training would help the situation and keep them unto date 

with current threats and trends.   

4.9.2 For many, prison is a revolving door because the recourses for 

resettlement and re integration are lacking. Will your party invest to save? 

(Save in both senses … the person and the cost of imprisonment)  

4.9.2 The current trend of privatization of the prison service is not working. 

Prisoners before Profit. More money should be used to help prisoners get 

away from the problems that drove them to crime in the first place, so that 

they don’t just drop back into their old life of crime when they get out. Maybe 

education and retraining which has been talked about in prisons should get 

more than lip service. 

4.9.3 Restorative justice initiatives promise (and claim) more than they deliver. 

What will you do to ensure that public money diverted into restorative 

justice services is genuinely saving court time and is satisfying the victim’s 

needs? 

4.9.3 Restorative justice initiatives are something I know very little about, so I 

will have, for now, to reserve my judgment.  

4.9.4 Public confidence in the justice system is undermined by sentences that do 

not reflect the actual time to be spent in prison. How can confidence be 

restored? 

The fundamental problem lies with the Crown Prosecution Service. It needs a 

major overhaul, over the whole spectrum. We see groups like Justice for 

Chelsey Wright the girl who was raped by   asylum seekers in Sunderland, 

forming to demand justice after learning that the crown is not prosecuting.  We 

see the Tory election expense scandal being proven but no action taken. 

Female Genital Mutilation continues with not one prosecution.  Yet speeding 

cash cow crimes are followed relentlessly. A complete review is needed.  

The Gap between the Rich and Poor 
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In your opinion, what is the route to building a more equitable society? 

Has taxation a role to play? 

4.10.1 Taxation has to be seen to be fair and big business need to pay their fair share. 

Will you commit to making the minimum wage a living wage? 

4.10.2 I cannot make a commitment on the minimum wage being made into the 

living wage, until UKIP get into power and has a chance to see the books and 

to get a grasp how previous governments have damaged the economy. Time 

will be needed to see how wages level out once we have got out of the EU. 

4.10.3 A child living in poverty judges the society that allows it. The fact that the 

numbers are increasing is a cause for shame. What will you do to ensure 

that a childhood in economic poverty does not translate to adult poverty? 

4.10.3 Supporting children and families is a pre-requisite for a strong and 

healthy society.  

Families are important, in all their diversity, and we want to help create a 

society in which they thrive, and where childcare provision is affordable and 

accessible for all parents, whatever their socio-economic status.  

We will:  Honor existing childcare voucher and tax-free childcare schemes.  

Extend these existing schemes to informal, non-Ofsted registered child 

minders.  Offer wrap-around childcare before and after school for every 

school-age child.  Amend planning legislation to ensure more nurseries are 

built to expand childcare places. Give parents easy access to emergency 

childcare through their local authority. Legislate for an initial presumption of 

50-50 shared parenting in child residency matters, and give grandparents 

visiting rights.  Initiate a thorough review of childcare and child safeguarding 

systems.  

Life and Death 

4.11.1 MP’s will doubtless be given a free vote on this issue. What is your view of 

an individual with a terminal disease possessing the legal right to end 

their own life? How would you seek to make your view a representative 

rater than a personal one?  

As a Buddhist, I have meditated for long periods on life and on death. But as 

with all my aims for Darlington, I am standing for Direct Democracy and as 

such it will be the people to decide through this platform, and for me to 

represent those whishes. 

Social Care 

            It is clear that the bringing together of health and social care has the 

potential to reduce costs  and improve quality. However, in 

practice there are to many competing interests … loss of power, 
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control and influence. What will your party do to ensure that 

health and social care are properly joined up for the common good? 

  

4.12.1 It is UKIP’s Policy to merge health and social care, putting “national” back 

into our national health service It is a priority to enable more joined up 

integrated patient management to assist in this for the Elderly. Social care will 

be funded with £1bn per year and we should work towards a government run 

system as it used to be. It is not just or morally acceptable for people to profit 

out of sickness and social care. Such as occurs at present with the PFI scheme.  

What measures can be taken locally and through legislation to improve 

the quality of care in the sector?  

4.12.2 Locally  we need to make sure patient choice is prominent and not governed 

by cost, as can be implemented in a patents’ charter. 

4.12.3 Will your government commit to funding research into costly ailments of 

an increasing elderly population (i.e. dementia).               
                                                                                                              

4.12.3 Personally I think research is important, but the old adage that drug 

companies don’t make money out of finding a cure has some resonance. Work 

needs to be done looking at other factors. EG with the Hamish community in 

America no dementia is reported, it is thought that it may be connected to their 

way of life, or the fact that they don’t immunize against common diseases, as 

is the norm in western society.  

Health and Well being 

 Demands on the health service will always outstrip the capacity to supply. 

What will your government do to ensure that mental health issues is 

funded properly? 

4.13.1 I believe in Patients not Profit. In 2016, the world health organizations stated 

that due to financing and outside agencies such as Richard Branson’s, we can 

no longer claim that we have a Nationalized Health System. What can be done? 

P.F.I   The private finance intuitive, is the biggest problem facing the health 

service. Some health trusts have used get out clauses in their contracts. 

Northumbria saved £3.5 million as a result. The National Audit Office Report 

states that in future the government should have the power to ether cancel or 

either substantially renegotiate PFI projects where it can be proved that the tax 

payer is not receiving value for money. The money saved will go a long way. 

UKIP aim’s to increase mental health funding by £170 million, phased in over 

two years.  

 Approximately a third of police time is spent dealing with mental health 

issues. How would you approach this problem? 
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4.13.2 Care in the community is a commendable policy, but now is time for an in 

depth review. Patients with mental health problems frequently feel ignored 

and let down. UKIP takes a whole person approach to health and that means 

giving mental health parity with physical health. We will introduce practical 

polices to improve delivery of mental health services, which in turn would 

mean the people needing the greatest help, would not be left on their own to 

cope. The police may then crossover their care responsibilities more quickly 

and easily. 

4.13.3 Early intervention and prevention works. How will you encourage the 

development of, and commissioning of, local services that are easily 

acceptable to Darlington people?                                                     

4.13.3 Local services have been cut. We would scrutinize budgets and money 

spent on consultants such as Price Waterhouse, and review which charities are 

in most need. With having a high percentage of ex service personnel in the 

town I would look at working with the forces charities, and aspire to create to 

create a veterans advice centre in Darlington.  

Equality and Diversity 

4.14.1 A funding crisis has led to the recent closure of Gay Advice 

Darlington/Durham and to a limiting of Darlington Association of 

Disability’s services in Darlington. Although they serve relatively small 

sectors of the community their very existence is a statement about 

equality and inclusively. How will you ensure that minority voices are not 

silenced as an unintended consequence of austerity?  

4.14.1 Again question 4 13 3 has some bearing on this question. I am a 

member of the Cockerton Community Business Partnership. Our first problem 

when the group formed last year was the imminent closure of the local library.  

During one meeting we had a member of Durham County Council present, 

who informed us that funds were available for building alterations, i.e. toilet 

and a kitchen, from Durham County Council.  So with groups such as Gay 

Advice Darlington/Durham funding may be available from Durham County 

Council and other charitable groups.  

4.14.2 If elected, in what way will you gather the views of the BME(black 

minority and ethnic) community in Darlington? 

4.14.2 I have been married to my wife for fourteen years She is part of the 

Asian community in Darlington and has a wide ethnic circle of friends. Direct 

Democracy is the way forward not only for minority groups but for everyone. 

If elected will implement Direct Democracy for Darlington giving everyone a 

say, and to have a voice. I will be a true representative of Darlington. A 

representative of you.  

4.15.1 Academically selective secondary education risks re-introducing elitism 

into education. What is your commitment to those who are not 

academically gifted? 
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 4.15.1 UKIP aims to re introduce grammar schools. The Conservative party 

was quick to claim it as one of their commitments in their manifesto. I grew up 

in the days before comprehensive schools and sat the 11 plus. This is not what 

I want to see return. Gifted children are often held back by the current system 

and this will address the problem. The education system needs closer links to 

the needs of industry and business. This would help ensure pupils with fewer 

academic achievements, can be inspired and encouraged towards an 

apprenticeship or other career based training.  

4.15.2 Some schools in more well to do areas are asking parents to contribute. 

How are schools to be adequately funded? What is your party 

commitment? 

4.15.2 The Elephant in the room is The Private Finance Intuitive, for all the 

new schools that have been built. Due to a parliamentary slight of hand PFI 

payments may not always show up on balance sheets. It’s a case of why have 

one new school when you can pay for ten! The National Audit Office Report 

states that in future the government should have the power to either cancel or 

substantially renegotiate PFI projects where it can be proved that the tax payer 

is not receiving value for money. 

4.15.3 With children from low income families estimated to be over a year and a  

half behind more advantaged peers in their development by age five, how 

can the schools readiness gap be closed.  

4.15.3 I think it is not entirely an income issue, more one of families lacking 

aspirations and children following their parents example.  A good schools and 

teachers certainly can motivate children but the good  quality  early years 

experience can also make a vital difference and can be  provided  by good 

nursery provision.  

The Voluntary Sector  

4.16.1 What is your understanding of the voluntary sector in Darlington? Are 

you involved in it? 

4.16.1 Organizations vary in the aims of what they do but when you look into 

it they all have one thing in common. They all want to benefit the community 

in some way. I am involved with the Cockerton Community Business 

Partnership. We are a group aiming at improving things in Cockerton for the 

residents. We have been involved in saving our local library, putting on 

activities for the children in the community, Tea dances for the strictly come 

dancing enthusiasts etc, and are currently trying to raise money for a 

Christmas tree in the village.  

4.16.2 Since the last election many voluntary sector organizations have been 

faced with cuts. Some organizations have disappeared completely. What 

action can you take to ensure a strong and properly resourced third 

sector in Darlington? 



Kevin Brack Prospective Parliamentary Candidate   13 

4.16.2 These cuts are the result of the current labour council has made to fund 

the vanity projects it wanted. UKIP in Darlington is looking how the money 

was spent on, for example excessive use of consultants. Money spent on 

gagging orders should be completely unnecessary. Why are they needed when 

we politicians are supposed to be completely transparent? 

Obviously some blame is due to the reduction of national government funding 

but not waste, such as selling the airport for £500,000. It’s now worth over 

£25million due to the planning permission. This is mismanagement at its worst. 

4.16.3 Should government allow local authorities to add a percentage charge or 

levy to rates to fund the local voluntary sector? 

The answer is simple no! They have a budget and choices to make. Its up to 

them to manage the budget. If they didn’t pay Price Waterhouse £13,561.00 

and employed a local firm they would make plenty of savings and bring jobs 

to Darlington.  

What we expect of our political representative.  

5.6.1 Why do you want to be MP for Darlington? 

5,6,1 For years now I have been increasingly frustrated by the way our 

careerist politicians in successive governments have ignored the wishes of the 

people, instead preferring to propagate their own agenda, rather than that of 

their constituents. I want to end this assumed arrogance of the elitist 

politicians, so that the wishes of the electorate may be truly represented in 

Westminster. Direct Democracy gives us the tool to make this happen. 

5.6.2 What is your connection to Darlington? If you were elected and are not 

already resident, how would you root yourself in this community? 

I’m not a career politician, I’m a Darlington Man, who has worked in 

agriculture, who has worked in engineering and logistics who has served in the 

Army. Now I want to serve you as our member of parliament. 

 

5.6.3 Serving as an MP there will be occasions on which you will make 

decisions that are complex and contentious. Have you had to make a 

stand and defend an unpopular decision? From where have you derived 

strength? 

Unlike the other main parties UKIP does not have a whip system, and believes 

its parliamentary candidates should vote according to their own conscience. 

Now with Direct Democracy everyone should be able to have a say on 

important decisions and it won’t be down always to the MP. It will be down to 

your representative, a true representative of the people of Darlington.  

Whilst serving in Iraq a junior soldier was having a problem with a staff 

sergeant. The young lad was a reservist and he was due to receive a serious 

disciplinary charge. The officers dismissed the lad’s claims, so I championed 

his cause. They all thought it was a Regular verses Territorial Army conflict. I 

was told to back off and support my fellow Staff Sergeant. It was a case of 
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bullying, plain and simple. The lad wasn’t bothered about the name calling, 

which was bad enough, but genuinely frightened of threats of violence. I was 

told it would ruin the Staff Sergeants career, and pressurised to let it go. I 

stuck with it. And in the end gained a lot of respect from the seniors as well as 

the junior ranks.  

My strength is derived from a regular meditation practice which sets me up for 

whatever life has to throw at me. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


